April 5, 2005
Dear Friends of Unity Acres,
We were saddened as we read in the newspaper a few weeks back an obituary for Hercule
Thibault, who died in Syracuse on March 21. It was in the early 1970’s that Herky came to
Unity Acres after selling his store in East Syracuse. He came and gave his all for the next 16
years. He set up the canteen where men were able to enjoy a bite to eat in a quiet setting. (The
canteen currently houses our coffee room.) Herky also shared much in driving men to Pulaski
and wherever during those years, and continued for many years after leaving the Acres to share
in the life of Unity Acres through his frequent visits. Father Jones and Steve attended the funeral
Mass at Saint Cecelia’s in Solvay. Father Paul Nyakano kindly allowed Father Tony Keeffe and
Father Bob to share in Herky’s funeral by concelebrating the Mass.
Only a few days after Herky’s funeral word, we received word that Thomas Bergman had
also died in Syracuse. Tom Bergman is the brother of Walter “Lucky” Bergman, and of William
Bergman. Lucky is currently with us here at the Acres, as he has been for many years now. Bill
Bergman also had been a part of our Unity Acres community, but died several years ago, and is
buried here in Saint Martin de Porres Cemetery. Tom himself has been a resident here for a short
time during the mid1990s. So we were pleased that Thomas’ family requested that his funeral
take place here at our Sacred Heart Chapel. Tom’s body will be buried in Saint Martin de Porres
in May.
We ask that you would pray for the repose of the souls of Hercule and Thomas, and for the
comfort of their families.

April 21st this year will be the 10th anniversary of the death of Father Raymond McVey, the
founder of Unity Acres. Because of this anniversary, and as a reflection on the Paschal Mystery
celebrated during the Easter season, and in the lives and death of our friends, we are reprinting
below a letter from Father McVey:

We have now celebrated the passion, death and Resurrection of Jesus
— the precious paschal mystery — the very core of our lives as disciples
of Jesus. Jesus has overcome Satan, sin and death by being that grain of
wheat willingly falling to the ground so that we can have life now and
forever. He only asks us to believe that He has won the victory and base
our lives on this faith by following in His footsteps.
Every death is a shocking reminder of the preciousness of that
person’s life of God’s plan that we shared in his life. Did we treasure that
fleeting life while he was among us? Were we willing to be that grain of
wheat falling to the ground with Jesus so His life would grow
abundantly? Did we affirm that life, that gift of God to us by affirming
that little spark, by not breaking the bruised reed, by loving as Jesus
loved and does that person for all eternity.
Yes, every death is a sudden reminder of who we are as disciples of
Jesus. What really is important is that we love as Jesus loves that person.
So many deaths in succession should permanently imprint this in our
hearts and in our consciousness. Yet we so easily forget and fall back to
our old selves and lose our direction, our vision, our determination to let
go and live the fullness of Jesus’ love.
On Holy Thursday, Jesus instituted the priesthood and showed us
how to serve. On Pentecost He filled the disciples with the Holy Spirit
and the Church was born and sent to go and bear fruit that will last.
What is this fruit? It will not come without the grain of wheat willingly
letting go. There are so many, yes countless, people on the fringes
suffering from isolation, from alcoholism, from neglect, from being
homeless, or sick or imprisoned. Each person desperately needs to share
the fruit of genuine Christlike love, of acceptance, of affirmation, of
belonging, of healing, of wholeness. This fruit, this love must be faithful
‘regardless of how many times it is tested. If it is Jesus’ love living in us
it will always be there, always be faithful.
Yes, death is a time of grace for the living. We at Unity Acres have
exper ienced a great grace in an ever deepening awareness of the
preciousness of every life and the fruit we are called to bear. May we not

easily forget and then go on to our daily routine unmindful of our sacred
task.
Yet we do so easily forget and are constantly in need of God’s mercy
and in need of His Holy Spirit to keep us aware and in His love.
In this age of technological idol worship disciples everywhere must
be aware that we are a people set apart. Our lives must be on the fringes
comforted by the Holy Spirit and bearing fruit that will last. We cannot
conform to this age where life is a commodity not a precious gift. We so
easily blind ourselves to those brothers and sisters who are on the
fringes of society because we are not willing to be that grain of wheat
falling to the ground. The resurrection and, Pentecost means that life
cannot go on as usual. Now we are free to let go and live the fullness of
Jesus’ paschal mystery. We are free now to open our eyes, our homes,
our hearts to the victims, to those on the fringes of a society that says
very clearly, “We don’t have time, our life styles will be affected so we
will create bureaucracies and technologies that will keep the victims
hidden and apart.”
Yes, with each person there are scars, hurts, aloneness. Lord,
welcome all into your eternal peace and help us to be singularly intent on
producing fruit that will last until we all share fully in the fruit of your
eternal love.
A Blessed Easter to everyone,
Father McVey
(April 1991)

April 2005 Prayer: Easter Season

Jesus is Risen! Alleluia!

“…another Easter, we have been brought up the mountain and beheld
Jesus transfigured in glory, we have received the water that wells up to
give eternal life, no more thirst, no more death. O, how He loves us and
has set us free. Free to be faithful and true.”
“May this be our … Easter reflection and please, Lord Jesus, may it not
end with the celebration of Easter.
“Jesus, you allow us to ‘be with’ our brothers and sisters in their
struggle, be they saints or sinners … Lord, help us to believe and live, to
believe and rejoice (even if) the world hates us.”
“Jesus, our risen Lord and Savior, help us through Your gift of the Holy Spirit
to believe, to be little and to obey.”
Amen. Alleluia!

